
 
 

March 14, 2020 

 
Dear Middle School Families, 

Hope you’re well and are managing this weekend during these uncertain times. As you heard from Tim, Division 
Directors would be in touch today with details about the home learning program for your students with school 
closing. As school will be closed for the next two weeks, we are committed to continuing to providing a creative, 
engaging, and thoughtful educational program for your children. As mentioned in Tim’s letter yesterday, the 
program was designed to focus on the core tenets of Stanley’s philosophy, prioritizing relational care through 
flexibility, choice, student agency, the student-teacher connection, equity, and experiential learning. 

While the home learning experience could never replicate the wonderful learning that happens in each day in 
your child’s classrooms, we are confident that this program can continue to help your child learn and grow in 
new areas and learn skills that move toward our 7 goals for learners: self-awareness, collaboration, respect, 
curiosity, perseverance, resourcefulness, and joyful, lifelong learning.  

The middle school faculty and I met yesterday, and beginning on Monday, you and your students should expect 
to receive communication from your child’s Advisor and/or Learning Specialist about setting up a time for them 
to connect for 10-15 minutes each day by phone, Skype, Zoom, or whatever means is easiest for your child, 
starting on Tuesday. 

Your child’s advisor and/or Learning Specialist will reach out to you and to your students by email on Monday to 
setup a time for a conversation each day. This daily conversation will serve multiple purposes. First, as Stanley 
values social-emotional care, we want to make sure children have a point of contact here at school to check in 
with about how they are navigating these turbulent times. As always, their health and well-being is of the 
utmost importance. Secondly, we hope this conversation can serve to allow children to practice conversing with 
adults, telling them about their day and allowing them to advocate for themselves about what they’re learning 
and pursuing in and out of their classes from home. We hope these daily conversations can strengthen and 
deepen your child’s connection with their advisor and provide an opportunity each day for them to share with a 
teacher what they’ve been learning about and growing in at home. As you well know, middle schoolers are not 
known for their love of speaking to adults; however, we encourage you to help your child be present in these 
conversations. The first conversation on Tuesday may feel awkward. With time and practice, we are confident 
they will get better and easier. 

Concurrently, your children will also be guided by assignments designed by their teachers that are project-based 
on Google Classroom. We’ve asked teachers to think about the skills and curriculum important for your child’s 
growth and development and to design assignments that allow them to have choice in exploring topics of 
interest to them at their own pace. Due dates and deadlines will be posted on Google Classroom, the Learning 
Management System that your children have been using all year, and teachers have been utilizing this sort of 
model all year. From Kelly’s current tsunami, earthquake, and volcano exploration in 6th grade science to Mike’s 
tic-tac-toe project in 7th grade social studies to Ted’s car buying project in 8th grade math, the exploration and 
relevant application of skills is a hallmark of the wonderful learning at Stanley. We want that to continue to the 
degree possible while students are away from school during this unique circumstance.  



Key to this home learning endeavor is a belief that children should not spend their day in front of screens. To 
that end, you can support us by ensuring your children are not spending the lion’s share of their time online or 
in front of screens, encouraging play and experiential learning that moves away from the digital world. While 
Google classroom and screens will be part of the home learning experience, teachers are designing assignments 
with this in mind.   

You or your child may have questions about an assignment or what they’re working on. Student email will be a 
useful tool during this time; however, any help you can provide in coaching your children about how to write a 
proper email to their teachers with some degree of formality will be helpful. We’ve talked about this with your 
children at school earlier this year; however, their communication with faculty will potentially be even more 
reliant on this medium in a home learning format. Again, while there may be the temptation to email teachers 
with many questions on a daily basis, please be mindful that teachers have many students and that a goal of this 
experience is to help kids learn to live with ambiguity and encourage them to follow their own learning path and 
see where it takes them. Encourage your children to email their teachers only when all other avenues, including 
conversation with their advisor or Learning Specialist, has still left them lost. 

Perhaps it goes without saying, but these are uncharted waters for schools and for our faculty. Instead of 
learning a new technological system or asking teachers to re-make their classroom in an online image without 
adequate time for them and for their students to prepare, we have chosen to prioritize, to the best of our 
ability, the core of what makes schools, and Stanley, great: the relationships between kids and adults. 

There are aspects of our program that won’t be part of home learning. Our Skills classes, Grade Level class, and 
after school athletics program won’t be part of what we provide. In addition, we unfortunately can’t provide the 
important meaningful student-student connection while away, and we hope that your children can still grow 
together, even while away from school. While we realize this will look different for different families, we hope 
that you can encourage your children to stay connected to their peers virtually. The strength of any community 
is the people in it, and that has never been more true than now. I have great confidence in Stanley’s people to 
come together while physically apart from school. 

If I can be of support to you or your children, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me as well. We realize that 
this program is not perfect and does not capture all that is Stanley. We hope it doesn’t have to last for very long, 
and we’re all able to return to our wonderful community soon. We ask that everyone presume positive 
intentions, stay positive, and give grace as we navigate this new ground. 

Thank you for all of your support, stay safe, and be well! 

All the best, 
Greg 


